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Both a political history and a moral critique of the twentieth century, this is a personal and impassioned book
from one of Europe's most outstanding intellectuals. Identifying totalitarianism as the major innovation of
the twentieth century, Tzvetan Todorov examines the struggle between this system and democracy and its
effects on human life and consciousness.

Totalitarianism managed to impose itself because, more than any other political system, it played on people's
need for the absolute: it fed their hope to endow life with meaning by taking part in the construction of a
paradise on earth. As a result, millions of people lost their lives in the name of a higher good. While
democracy eventually won the struggle against totalitarianism in much of the world, democracy itself is not
immune to the pitfall of do-goodery: moral correctness at home and atomic or "humanitarian" bombs abroad.

Todorov explores the history of the past century not only by analyzing its spectacular political conflicts but
also by offering moving profiles of several individuals who, at great personal cost, resisted the strictures of
the communist and Nazi regimes. Some--Margarete Buber-Neumann, David Rousset, Primo Levi, and
Germaine Tillion--were deported to concentration camps. Others--Vasily Grossman and Romain Gary--
fought courageously in World War II. All became exemplary witnesses who described with great lucidity
and humanity what they had endured.

This book preserves the memory of the past as we move into the twenty-first century--arguing eloquently
that we must place the past at the service of a just future.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

Here thing why this particular Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Hope and
Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century in e-book can be your choice.

Jennifer Mendoza:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
available as it. So , do you still thinking Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Alan Trevino:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Sheila Rivera:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel



enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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