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Combining cognitive and evolutionary research with traditional humanist methods, Nancy Easterlin
demonstrates how a biocultural perspective in theory and criticism opens up new possibilities for literary
interpretation.

Easterlin maintains that the practice of literary interpretation is still of central intellectual and social value.
Taking an open yet judicious approach, she argues, however, that literary interpretation stands to gain
dramatically from afair-minded and creative application of cognitive and evolutionary research. Thiswork
doesjust that, expounding a biocultural method that charts a middle course between overly reductive
approaches to literature and traditionalists who see the sciences as a threat to the humanities.

Easterlin develops her biocultural method by comparing it to four major subfields within literary studies:
new historicism, ecocriticism, cognitive approaches, and evolutionary approaches. After athorough review
of each subfield, she reconsiders them in light of relevant research in cognitive and evolutionary psychology
and provides atextual analysis of literary works from the romantic erato the present, including William
Wordsworth's"Simon Lee" and the Lucy poems, Mary Robinson’s "Old Barnard,” Samuel Taylor
Coleridge’ s "Degjection: An Ode," D. H. Lawrence's The Fox, Jean Rhys' s Wide Sargasso Sea, and Raymond
Carver’'s"l Could See the Smallest Things."

A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation offers a fresh and reasoned approach to

literary studies that at once preserves the central importance that interpretation playsin the humanities and
embraces the exciting devel opments of the cognitive sciences.
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From reader reviews:
Hester Crutchfield:

The publication with title A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation has alot of
information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Julie Boyle:

Typically the book A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation has alot of information on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can aobtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Sandra Alexander :

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation.

DorisGarcia:

This A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else aways deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A
Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
detailsinit is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you till doubt which?
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