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In this provocative appraisal of desegregation in South Carolina, R. Scott Baker contends that half a century
after the Brown decision we still know surprisingly little about the new system of public education that
replaced segregated caste arrangements in the South. Much has been written about the most dramatic battles
for black access to southern schools, but Baker examines the rational and durable evasions that authorities
institutionalized in response to African American demands for educational opportunity. A case study of
southern evasions, Paradoxes of Desegregation documents the new educational order that grew out of
decades of conflict between African American civil rights activists and South Carolina's political leadership.
During the 1940s, Baker shows, a combination of black activism on a local level and NAACP litigation
forced state officials to increase funding for black education. This early phase of the struggle in turn
accelerated the development of institutions that cultivated a new generation of grass roots leaders. Baker
demonstrates that white resistance to integration did not commence or crystallize after Brown. Instead,
beginning in the 1940s, authorities in South Carolina institutionalized an exclusionary system of
standardized testing that, according to Baker, exploited African Americans' educational disadvantages,
limited access to white schools, and confined black South Carolinians to separate institutions. As massive
resistance to desegregation collapsed in the late 1950s, officials in other southern states followed South
Carolina's lead, adopting testing policies that continue to govern the region's educational system. Paradoxes
of Desegregation brings much needed historical perspective to contemporary debates about the landmark
federal education law, No Child Left Behind. Baker analyzes decades of historical evidence related to high-
stakes testing and concludes that desegregation, while a triumph for advantaged blacks, has paradoxically
been a tragedy for most African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Paradoxes of Desegregation:
African American Struggles for Educational Equity in Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 will make you
to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Steve Garcia:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Paradoxes of Desegregation:
African American Struggles for Educational Equity in Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you are able to pick Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles for Educational
Equity in Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 become your starter.

Daniel McDonald:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles
for Educational Equity in Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 was vibrant and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles for Educational
Equity in Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that will.

Robert Tanaka:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles for Educational Equity in Charleston, South
Carolina, 1926-1972. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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