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Written in the aftermath of the American Civil War during the ferment of national Reconstruction, Walt

Whitman’s Democratic Vistas remains one of the most penetrating analyses of democracy ever written.

Diagnosing democracy’s failures as well as laying out its vast possibilities, Whitman offers an unflinching

assessment of the ongoing social experiment known as the United States. Now available for the first time in a

facsimile of the original 1870–1871 edition, with an introduction and annotations by noted Whitman scholar

Ed Folsom that illuminate the essay’s historical and cultural contexts, this searing analysis of American

culture offers readers today the opportunity to argue with Whitman over the nature of democracy and the

future of the nation.

 Living in Washington, D.C., where Congress granted male African Americans the right to vote nearly five

years before the fifteenth amendment extended that right across the nation, and working for the office

charged with enforcing the new civil rights amendments to the Constitution, Whitman was at the volatile

center of his nation’s massive attempt to reconstruct and redefine itself after the tumultuous years of civil

war. In the enduring cultural document that Democratic Vistas has become, the great poet of democracy

analyzes the role that literature plays in the development of a culture, the inevitable tensions between the

“democratic individual” and the “democratic nationality,” and the corrosive effects of materialism on the

democratic spirit. 

 His own conflicting racial biases notwithstanding, Whitman in Democratic Vistas offers his most eloquent

and extended articulation of the beckoning American democratic future. At a time when the nation has

elected a president whom Whitman could never have imagined, his controversial and provocative book is a

timely reminder of those occasions when we experience the expansion of America’s democratic dream.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Democratic Vistas: The Original Edition in Facsimile (Iowa Whitman Series), you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Esta Banks:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Democratic Vistas: The Original Edition in
Facsimile (Iowa Whitman Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

James Sanchez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Democratic Vistas: The Original Edition in
Facsimile (Iowa Whitman Series) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Democratic Vistas: The Original Edition in Facsimile (Iowa Whitman Series) has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Democratic Vistas: The Original Edition in Facsimile (Iowa Whitman Series) when you needed it?
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