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Many researchers have explored the impact of British and French Orientalism in the reinterpretations of
Buddhism in South and Southeast Asia during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Less noticed,
however, and infrequently discussed is the impact of Portuguese colonialists and missionaries upon Buddhist
communities in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries across Asia. Stephen C. Berkwitz addresses this
theme by examining five poetic works by Alagiyavanna Mukaveti (b.1552), a renowned Sinhala poet who
participated directly in the convergence of local and trans-local cultures in early modern Sri Lanka. Berkwitz
follows the written works of the poet from his position in the court of a Sinhala king, through the cultural
upheavals of warfare and the expansion of colonial rule, and finally to his eventual conversion to
Catholicism and employment under the Portuguese Crown. In so doing, Berkwitz explores the
transformations in religion and literature rendered by what was arguably the earliest sustained encounter
between Asian Buddhists and European colonialists in world history.

Alagiyavanna's poetic works give expression to both a discourse of nostalgia for the local religious and
cultural order in the late sixteenth century, and a discourse of cultural assimilation with the new colonial
order during its ascendancy in the early seventeenth century. Employing an interdisciplinary approach that
combines Buddhist Studies, History, Literary Criticism, and Postcolonial Studies, this book yields important
insights into how the colonial experience contributed to the transformation of Buddhist culture in early
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Phillips:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Buddhist Poetry and Colonialism:
Alagiyavanna and the Portuguese in Sri Lanka book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Mary Sylvester:

This Buddhist Poetry and Colonialism: Alagiyavanna and the Portuguese in Sri Lanka is great reserve for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Buddhist Poetry and Colonialism: Alagiyavanna and the Portuguese in Sri
Lanka in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Herbert Turley:

Beside this Buddhist Poetry and Colonialism: Alagiyavanna and the Portuguese in Sri Lanka in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Buddhist Poetry and Colonialism: Alagiyavanna and the Portuguese in
Sri Lanka because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Gregory Anderson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is known as of book Buddhist Poetry and Colonialism: Alagiyavanna and the Portuguese
in Sri Lanka. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can



bring you from one spot to other place.
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