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How can we comprehend the sociopolitical processes that give rise to extreme violence, ethnic cleansing, or
genocide? A major breakthrough in comparative analysis, Purify and Destroy demonstrates that it is indeed
possible to compare the Holocaust, the Rwandan genocide, and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia-Herzegovina
while respecting the specificities of each appalling phenomenon. Jacques Semelin achieves this, in part, by
leading his readers through the three examples simultaneously, the unraveling of which sometimes converges
but most often diverges.

Semelin's method is multidisciplinary, relying not only on contemporary history but also on social
psychology and political science. Based on the seminal distinction between massacre and genocide, Purify
and Destroy identifies the main steps of a general process of destruction, both rational and irrational, born of
what Semelin terms "delusional rationality." He describes a dynamic structural model with, at its core, the
matrix of a social imaginaire that, responding to fears, resentments, and utopias, carves and recarves the
social body by eliminating "the enemy." Semelin identifies the main stages that can lead to a genocidal
process and explains how ordinary people can become perpetrators. He develops an intellectual framework
to analyze the entire spectrum of mass violence, including terrorism, in the twentieth century and before.
Strongly critical of today's political instrumentalization of the "genocide" notion, Semelin urges genocide
research to stand back from legal and normative definitions and come of age as a discipline in its own right
in the social sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Hoops:

The reserve untitled Purify and Destroy: The Political Uses of Massacre and Genocide (The CERI Series in
Comparative Politics and International Studies) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Purify and Destroy: The Political Uses of Massacre and Genocide (The CERI
Series in Comparative Politics and International Studies) from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Joan Davis:

Typically the book Purify and Destroy: The Political Uses of Massacre and Genocide (The CERI Series in
Comparative Politics and International Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Ellen Scherer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Purify and Destroy: The Political Uses of
Massacre and Genocide (The CERI Series in Comparative Politics and International Studies) can give you a
lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Purify and Destroy: The Political Uses of Massacre and
Genocide (The CERI Series in Comparative Politics and International Studies).

Terry Buehler:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified
as of book Purify and Destroy: The Political Uses of Massacre and Genocide (The CERI Series in
Comparative Politics and International Studies). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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