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The liberation of Belgium by Allied troops in September 1944 marked the end of a harsh German
Occupation, but also the beginning of a turbulent and decisive period in the history of the country. There
would be no easy transition to peace. Instead, the rival political forces of King Leopold III and his
supporters, the former government in exile in London, and the Resistance movements which had emerged
during the Occupation confronted each other in a bitter struggle for political ascendancy. The subsequent few
years were dominated by an almost continual air of political and social crisis as Resistance demonstrations,
strikes, and protests for and against the King appeared to threaten civil war and the institutional dissolution
of the country. And yet by 1947 a certain stability had been achieved: the Resistance groups had been
marginalised, the Communist Party was excluded from government, the King languished in unwilling exile
in Switzerland, and, most tangibly, the pre-war political parties and the parliamentary political regime had
been restored.

In this substantial contribution to the history of the liberation era in Europe, Martin Conway provides the
first account, based on substantial new archival material, of this process of political normalisation, which
provided the basis for the integration of Belgium into the post-war West European political order. That
success, however, came at a cost: the absence of any substantial political reform after the Second World War
exacerbated the tensions between the different social classes, linguistic communities, and regions within
Belgium, providing the basis for the gradual unravelling of the Belgian nation-state which occurred over the
second half of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Sorrows of Belgium: Liberation and
Political Reconstruction, 1944-1947 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?

Daniel Butler:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Sorrows of Belgium: Liberation and Political
Reconstruction, 1944-1947, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Deborah Walker:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Sorrows of Belgium:
Liberation and Political Reconstruction, 1944-1947 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Sorrows of Belgium: Liberation and Political
Reconstruction, 1944-1947 become your own starter.

Lila Costillo:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The
Sorrows of Belgium: Liberation and Political Reconstruction, 1944-1947. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier
to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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