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In this third volume of a planned five-volume series, David Roy provides a complete and annotated
translation of the famous Chin P'ing Mei, an anonymous sixteenth-century Chinese novel that focuses on the
domestic life of His-men Ch'ing, a corrupt, upwardly mobile merchant who maintains a harem of six wives
and concubines. This work, known primarily for its erotic realism, is also a landmark in the development of
narrative art--not only from a specifically Chinese perspective but also in a world-historical context.

Written during the second half of the sixteenth century and first published in 1618, The Plum in the Golden
Vase is noted for its surprisingly modern technique. With the possible exception of The Tale of Genji (ca.
1010) and Don Quixote (1605, 1615), there is no earlier work of prose fiction of equal sophistication in
world literature. Although its importance in the history of Chinese narrative has long been recognized, the
technical virtuosity of the author, which is more reminiscent of the Dickens of Bleak House, the Joyce of
Ulysses, or the Nabokov of Lolita than anything in earlier Chinese fiction, has not yet received adequate
recognition. This is partly because all of the existing European translations are either abridged or based on an
inferior recension of the text. This translation and its annotation aim to faithfully represent and elucidate all
the rhetorical features of the original in its most authentic form and thereby enable the Western reader to
appreciate this Chinese masterpiece at its true worth.

Replete with convincing portrayals of the darker side of human nature, it should appeal to anyone interested
in a compelling story, compellingly told.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Daniels:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume
Three: The Aphrodisiac was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei,
Volume Three: The Aphrodisiac is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Three: The Aphrodisiac.
You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Melody Grissom:

The reason? Because this The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Three: The Aphrodisiac
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sharon Works:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing
Mei, Volume Three: The Aphrodisiac is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

David Myers:

Beside this particular The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Three: The Aphrodisiac in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei,
Volume Three: The Aphrodisiac because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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