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In the late nineteenth century hundreds of clubs formed across the United States devoted to the reading of
Shakespeare. From Pasadena, California, to the seaside town of Camden, Maine; from the isolated farm town
of Ottumwa, lowa, to Mobile, Alabama, on the Gulf coast, Americans were reading Shakespeare in
astonishing numbers and in surprising places. Composed mainly of women, these clubs offered the
opportunity for members not only to read and study Shakespeare but also to participate in public and civic
activities outside the home. In She Hath Been Reading, Katherine West Scheil uncovers this hidden layer of
intellectual activity that flourished in American society well into the twentieth century.

Shakespeare clubs were crucial for women's intellectual development because they provided a consistent
intellectual stimulus (more so than was the case with most general women's clubs) and because women
discovered aworld of possibilities, both public and private, inspired by their reading of Shakespeare. Indeed,
gathering to read and discuss Shakespeare often led women to actively improve their lot in life and make
their society a better place. Many clubs took action on larger social issues such as women's suffrage,
philanthropy, and civil rights. At the same time, these efforts served to embed Shakespeare into American
culture as amarker for learning, self-improvement, civilization, and entertainment for a broad array of
populations, varying in age, race, location, and social standing.

Based on extensive research in the archives of the Folger Shakespeare Library and in dozens of local
archives and private collections across America, She Hath Been Reading shows the important role that
literature can play in the lives of ordinary people. As testament to this fact, the book includes an appendix
listing more than five hundred Shakespeare clubs across America.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Glover:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubsin America. Try to
the actual book She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubsin America as your friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

John McDole;

This She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubs in America book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. This She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubs in America without
we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubs in America can bring any time you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubs in America having
great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Bonnie Thorp:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare
Clubs in Americaas the daily resource information.

L awrence Wilson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book She Hath Been Reading: Women and Shakespeare Clubsin America. Y ou can include your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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