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In this ground-breaking and controversial history of the founding of Israel, noted Israeli scholar and peace
activist Simha Flapan gives us the first true account of one of the most momentous political events of the
century. The official story is well known: the Zionists welcomed the partition of Palestine into an Arab and a
Jewish state; the Arabs rejected partition and launched a war to drive the Jews into the sea; the Palestinians
fled Israel despite the efforts of Jewish leaders to get them to stay; after Israel's miraculous victory in 1948,
its hand was extended in peace, but not a single Arab leader responded. The Birth of Israel exposes these
"historical truths" as propaganda myths that have misguided Israeli policy to this day. Drawing on recently
declassified material - from David Ben Gurion's war diaries to the minutes of secret meetings - Flapan
reconstructs the real events of that critical time. He demonstrates that the Zionist leadership accepted
partition purely as a tactical strategy, that their intention was always to establish a homogeneous Jewish
homeland in most, if not all, of Palestine. Flapan shows, furthermore, how these objectives shaped Israeli
actions: their expulsion of the Palestinians, their exploitation of the 1948 war for territorial gain, and their
refusal to make any concessions that might have brought about accommodation. Flapan's lucid analysis
sheds light on the figures and events of that time: Ben-Gurion emerges as Begin's forerunner, the "just" war
of 1948 as the precursor of the debacle in Lebanon. Eye-opening and bold, full of unsettling revelations, The
Birth of Israel offers fresh hope for understanding the tragic Arab-Israeli stalemate, and for moving towards
a solution.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Birth of Israel: Myths and
Realities to read.

Eddie Drennan:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Birth of Israel: Myths and Realities is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lavada Rowlett:

The book The Birth of Israel: Myths and Realities has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Jacqueline Morrison:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just seeking the The Birth of Israel: Myths and Realities when you essential it?
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