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An extensive examination of the history of gnosticism and how its philosophy has influenced the Western
esoteric tradition

• Explains how the Gnostic understanding of self-realization is embodied in the esoteric traditions of the
Rosicrucians and Freemasons

• Explores how gnosticism continues to influence contemporary spirituality

• Shows gnosticism to be a philosophical key that helps spiritual seekers "remember" their higher selves

Gnosticism was a contemporary of early Christianity, and its demise can be traced to Christianity's efforts to
silence its teachings. The Gnostic message, however, was not destroyed but simply went underground.
Starting with the first emergence of Gnosticism, the author shows how its influence extended from the
teachings of neo-Platonists and the magical traditions of the Middle Ages to the beliefs and ideas of the
Sufis, Jacob Böhme, Carl Jung, Rudolf Steiner, and the Rosicrucians and Freemasons. In the language of
spiritual freemasonry, gnosis is the rejected stone necessary for the completion of the Temple, a Temple of a
new cosmic understanding that today's heirs to Gnosticism continue to strive to create.

The Gnostics believed that the universe embodies a ceaseless contest between opposing principles.
Terrestrial life exhibits the struggle between good and evil, life and death, beauty and ugliness, and
enlightenment and ignorance: gnosis and agnosis. The very nature of physical space and time are obstacles to
humanity's ability to remember its divine origins and recover its original unity with God. Thus the
preeminent gnostic secret is that we are God in potential and the purpose of bona fide gnostic teaching is to
return us to our godlike nature.

Tobias Churton is a filmmaker and the founding editor of the magazine Freemasonry Today. He studied
theology at Oxford University and created the award-winning documentary series and accompanying book
The Gnostics, as well as several other films on Christian doctrine, mysticism, and magical folklore. He lives
in England.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times ended
up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Peggy Witzel:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Gnostic
Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Dan Hanner:

The e-book with title Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Brian Rocha:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient
Persia to Modern Times which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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