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What did it mean - in terms of social, cultural, and literary negotiations - to publish one's own work in Rome
at the end of the first century CE? What kinds of traces has the author's work as editor left on the text as we
read it? How can we interpret them? What kind of well-choreographed balancing act was needed to ensure
immediate availability and success for one's work in terms of its historical contemporary audience, while
guaranteeing its long-lasting appeal with a hypothetical one?

These are the key questions behind the essays in this collection, as they address Pliny the Younger's complex
self-editorial strategies, and what they were intended to achieve. The individual studies use philological and
interpretive arguments to reveal that Pliny's nine-book collection of private epistles is a carefully arranged
work designed, ultimately (and primarily), to address that peculiar kind of audience that we have come to
conceptualize as posterity. In doing so, they suggest that in the collected form of the Epistles meaning is
produced by the interplay of multiple factors. Immediate context, placement in the book, linkage achieved by
way of formal or thematic patterns, recurrence of addressees, happenings, and dates all impact individual
texts in Pliny's collection and charge them with sense.

Pliny the Book-Maker is intended as a contribution to the larger recent re-orientation of Pliny studies, which
looks to shift the focus of analysis from strictly socio-historical data-mining to a literary re-evaluation of
Pliny's texts.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world, the
actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Pliny the Book-Maker:
Betting on Posterity in the Epistles. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Fern Rodriquez:

The reserve untitled Pliny the Book-Maker: Betting on Posterity in the Epistles is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Pliny the Book-Maker: Betting on Posterity in the Epistles from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Hazel Park:

The particular book Pliny the Book-Maker: Betting on Posterity in the Epistles has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

Terry Palladino:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Pliny the Book-Maker: Betting on Posterity in the
Epistles.
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