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Most in the West are loathe to admit that it needs but one foe to breed a war, not two, and that substantial
sectors of the Islamic world have indeed declared jihad against any and all enemies, most particularly the
Christian world. The world’s second-largest religion is dominated by three elements which must be
understood to make sense of this clash of civilizations currently raging. First, Islam is comprised of dozens
of sects, not merely Sunnis and Shi`is; and this sectarianism drives many major conflicts. To name but the
most obvious: Sunni Saudis v. Twelver Shi`i Iranians; Sunni Yemenis v. their Fiver Shi`i (Zaydi)
countrymen; the Islamic State’s Sunnis v. al-Asad’s Alawis and Iraqis Twelver Shi`is; and across the Islamic
world writ large, Salafi Sunnis v. the mystical Sufis of many orders. Second, both major sects of Islam allow
Muslims, in effect, to lie to non-Muslims, under a doctrine known as kitman or taqiyya. This makes it rather
difficult not only to vett Muslim refugees for terrorists in their midst, but to trust a nation-state like the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the diplomatic realm. Finally, many if not most modern Muslims—both jihadist
and peaceful—pine for the return of the caliphate, or one-man rule of the Islamic community. Should a more
viable contender than ISIS’s leader ever claim that position, it could prove a great boon, or a massive
headache, for the rest of the world. The author holds a PhD in Islamic, African, and World history from The
Ohio State University. He is a US Army veteran who served in the 101st Airborne Division as an Arabic
interrogator, and afterwards worked as a college professor and consultant to US Special Operations
Command. His other books are Holiest Wars: Islamic Mahdis, Their Jihads and Osama bin Ladin (2005) and
the complementary volume to this work: Ten Years’ Captivation with the Mahdi’s Camps: Essays on
Muslim Eschatology, 2005-2015 (2015).
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Sects, Lies, and the Caliphate: Ten Years of Observations on Islam.

Donna Vazquez:

This book untitled Sects, Lies, and the Caliphate: Ten Years of Observations on Islam to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Sects, Lies, and the Caliphate: Ten Years of Observations on Islam can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Sects, Lies, and the
Caliphate: Ten Years of Observations on Islam yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Hoyt Knapp:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Sects, Lies, and the Caliphate: Ten
Years of Observations on Islam is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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