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The role of religion in early American literature has been endlessly studied; the role of the law has been
virtually ignored. Robert A. Ferguson's book seeks to correct this imbalance.

With the Revolution, Ferguson demonstrates, the lawyer replaced the clergyman as the dominant intellectual
force in the new nation. Lawyers wrote the first important plays, novels, and poems; as gentlemen of letters
they controlled many of the journals and literary societies; and their education in the law led to a controlling
aesthetic that shaped both the civic and the imaginative literature of the early republic. An awareness of this
aesthetic enables us to see works as diverse as Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia and Irving's
burlesque History of New York as unified texts, products of the legal mind of the time.

The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the great political orations were written by lawyers,
and so too were the literary works of Trumbull, Tyler, Brackenridge, Charles Brockden Brown, William
Cullen Bryant, Richard Henry Dana, Jr., and a dozen other important writers. To recover the original
meaning and context of these writings is to gain new understanding of a whole era of American culture.

The nexus of law and letters persisted for more than a half-century. Ferguson explores a range of factors that
contributed to its gradual dissolution: the yielding of neoclassicism to romanticism; the changing role of the
writer; the shift in the lawyer's stance from generalist to specialist and from ideological spokesman to
tactician of compromise; the onslaught of Jacksonian democracy and the problems of a country torn by
sectional strife. At the same time, he demonstrates continuities with the American Renaissance. And in
Abraham Lincoln he sees a memorable late flowering of the earlier tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Law and Letters in American Culture will make you
to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Elizabeth Murphy:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Law and Letters in American Culture offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Patricia Thomas:

You will get this Law and Letters in American Culture by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Sharon Wilson:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Law and Letters in American Culture we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Law and Letters in American Culture.
You can more inviting than now.
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