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This book boldly crosses traditional academic boundaries, offering an original, philosophically informed
argument about the nature of language, reading and interpreting the poetry of Wallace Stevens and the novels
of Vladimir Nabokov. Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness is a work both in literary criticism
and in philosophy. The approach is strongly influenced by Walter Benjamin’s philosophy of language and
Theodor Adorno’s aesthetic theory, but the other philosophers—notably Plato, Kant, Hegel, Emerson,
Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Wittgenstein—figure significantly in the reading and interpretation.

Kleinberg-Levin argues that despite its damaged, corrupted condition, language is in its very existence the
bearer of a utopian or messianic promise of happiness. Moreover, he argues, by reconciling sensuous sense
and intelligible sense; showing the sheer power of words to create fictional worlds and deconstruct what they
have just created; and redeeming the revelatory power of words—the power to turn the familiar into
something astonishing, strange or perplexing—the two writers in this study sustain our hope for a world of
reconciled antagonisms and contradictions, evoking in the way they freely play with the sounds and
meanings of words, some intimations of a new world—but our world here, this very world, not some
heavenly world—in which the promise of happiness might be redeemed.

Reflecting on the poetry of Stevens, Kleinberg-Levin argues that the poet defies the correspondence theory
of truth so that words may be faithful to truth as transformative and revelatory. He also argues that in the
pleasure we get from the sensuous play of words, there is an anticipation of the promise of happiness that
challenges the theological doctrine of an otherworldly happiness. And in reading Nabokov, Kleinberg-Levin
shows how that writer inherits Mallarmé’s conception of literature, causing with his word plays the sudden
reduction of the fictional world he has just created to its necessary conditions of materiality. The novel is
revealed as a work of fiction; we see its conditions of possibility, created and destroyed before our very eyes.
But the pleasure in seeing words doing this, and the pleasure in their sensuous materiality, are intimations of
the promise of happiness that language bears. Using a Kantian definition of modernism, according to which a
work is modernist if it reveals and questions inherited assumptions about its necessary conditions of
possibility, these studies show how and why both Stevens and Nabokov are exemplars of literary modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Burton:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory
Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Redeeming Words and the Promise of
Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Redeeming Words and the Promise of
Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Bertha Buentello:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Redeeming Words and the
Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Isabel McNeal:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory
Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Erin Kizer:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Redeeming Words and the Promise of
Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness:
A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and Vladimir Nabokov has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel



happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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