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This book brings together, for the first time in a consecutive narrative, the major apocryphal sources of the
Jesus tradition. Composed between the 2nd and 7th centuries, these "secret gospels" were influencial in
shaping Christian belief and doctrine for well over 1,000 years. They include stories of the birth of Jesus, his
"lost" years as a boy in Nazareth, the wanderings of the holy family, the death of Joseph, and the ascension
of the Virgin Mary into heaven. Translated and harmonized by R. Joseph Hoffmann, a specialist in early
church history, these sources offer an unparalleled view of the devotional life and legend-making skills of the
Christian Church. They also provide important insight into the making of the New Testament canon and raise
significant questions about the way in which belief in the divinity of Jesus of Nazareth developed.

This comprehensive introduction to the apocryphal tradition is essential reading for anyone interested in the
life and thought of the formative period of Christian belief. Enhanced by Hoffmann's running notes and
commentary, this impressive work includes a supplement on the apocryphal Jesus tradition in Islam as well
as long-unavailable sources from the Eastern Coptic-Egyptian and Arab-Christian traditions.
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From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Secret Gospels (Oxford Critical
Studies in Religion Series) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Doris McNeal:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Secret Gospels (Oxford Critical
Studies in Religion Series) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Secret Gospels (Oxford Critical Studies in
Religion Series) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Secret Gospels (Oxford Critical Studies in Religion Series).

Timothy Holeman:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Secret Gospels (Oxford Critical Studies in Religion Series) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Secret Gospels
(Oxford Critical Studies in Religion Series). You can more attractive than now.
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