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contents “When I am dead and opened, you shall find `Calais' lying in my heart.” – Mary I Queen Mary I
ruled England and its conquered territories in Wales and Ireland for only five years, from 1553 to 1558, yet
she has been remembered for nearly 500 years as Bloody Mary, the Catholic oppressor of a Protestant
country. The truth, as usual, is more complicated than the myth. The oldest surviving child of King Henry
VIII, she grew up in an era of religious and political turmoil, both in England and abroad, and though united
in its Christianity, the continent was divided in how it approached that faith. A growing wave of protest and
dissent had been met with brutal suppression in the 15th century, only to emerge like a phoenix from the
flames in the form of Protestantism. With religious faith and political practice deeply intertwined, countries
were being torn apart in a growing conflict between Catholics and Protestants. Mary’s life was shaped by her
experience of this, and by the twisted family politics of her father, Henry VIII. Henry VIII’s lone mail heir,
his young son Edward, was a strong Protestant but a sickly teen, and as it became clear he would not survive
to adulthood, Edward did not want his crown to pass to Mary, a zealous Catholic whose brutal reign would
include 280 “heretics” being burned at the stake during the “Marian Persecutions”. However, Edward could
see no constitutional, or indeed non-arbitrary, way to pass over Mary and instead choose the younger sister,
Elizabeth. Hence, in his typical schoolboy penmanship, Edward’s will attempted to override the Succession
to the Crown Act 1543 (advocated by his father and passed by Parliament), bar both Mary and Elizabeth
from the succession, and instead declare as his heir Lady Jane Grey, who was the granddaughter of Henry
VIII’s sister Mary. Lady Jane was proclaimed queen by the Privy Council, possibly under duress, but her
support soon waned after her own close blood relations distanced themselves from her, and she was deposed
after just over a week. Given this background, it is hardly surprising then that her reign epitomized an
extreme reaction against these upheavals. Mary’s behavior was rightly viewed with fear and anger by many
but in hindsight, it is hard not to pity the woman who took these terrible steps. Emotionally betrayed by her
father, her husband and even her own body, Mary’s life is one of the great tragedies of the English crown. It
also hasn’t helped Mary’s legacy that she was succeeded by one of England’s greatest monarchs, her
younger sister Elizabeth. Elizabeth I was the last Tudor sovereign, and she would improve upon her
predecessors’ successes and mitigate their failures. In the process, she would lend her name to the
Elizabethan Age and set Great Britain on its future imperial course. Bloody Mary: The Life and Legacy of
England’s Most Notorious Queen traces the life of Mary and the history of her short reign. Along with
pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Bloody Mary like never before, in no
time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Bloody Mary: The Life and Legacy of
England's Most Notorious Queen will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Jacqueline Gore:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Bloody Mary: The
Life and Legacy of England's Most Notorious Queen book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Shirley Henderson:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Bloody Mary: The Life and Legacy of England's Most Notorious
Queen. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Sanjuana Day:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Bloody Mary: The Life and Legacy of
England's Most Notorious Queen to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Bloody Mary: The Life and Legacy of England's Most Notorious
Queen can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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