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A groundbreaking blend of ethnographic fieldwork and American Indian oral history by a pioneering female
anthropologist. Anthropologist Ruth M. Underhill (1883 1984), a widely acknowledged expert on Native
American life, published The Autobiography of a Papago Woman in 1936, the first-known oral history of an
American Indian woman. The story of Maria Chona, a Papago (Tohono O'odham) woman, is a sequence of
intimate episodes and crises from her traditional and nontraditional life, including childbearing, marriages,
family and reservation life, song making, and knowledge of practical medicine. The strong Papago fear of
women's impurity restricted her, and all females, from having an active role in ceremonial life, yet her
independent spirit and dynamic personality led her to challenge tribal taboos.

The rare autobiography of Chona, which forms the core of this historically significant case study, appears in
Part II of Papago Woman. Underhill adds interpretive analysis, historical background, and absorbing
ethnological descriptions in Part I as well as commentary on Papago views on child training, women, love,
and the continuing effects of Roosevelt's New Deal in Part III.

Useful student study questions (by Catherine Lavender) are included.

Visit waveland.com for a complete list of modern and classic ethnographies on Apache, Navajo, Pueblo,
Papago, Shoshone, Comanche, Crow, and other American Indian cultures.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

This Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture book is not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture without we
recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture having
fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Otis Thompson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of
American Indian Culture is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Peter Cox:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American
Indian Culture is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Keith Devine:

This Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Papago
Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't



miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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