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One of the most striking parts of Robert Penn Warren's novel All the King's Men is Chapter 4, in which
narrator Jack Burden tells the story of his distant relative Cass Mastern. A Confederate soldier, Mastern
betrays his best friend by falling in love with the man's wife and then out of guilt tries repeatedly to get killed
in battle but ironically becomes a hero for his daring, before finally attaining a mortal wound. In The Cass
Mastern Material, James A. Perkins fully explores how this episode supplies the crucial piece to a puzzle
surrounding Warren's novel, tracing the story's evolution through several versions and genres over almost
twenty years.

Found here are both the earliest, short-story rendition of the Cass Mastern episode, originally published in
1944, and Warren's final dramatic version, completed in 1961 and now made available in print for the first
time. The play was finally staged in 1999, and Perkins appends related letters, production notes, and an
interview that provide a context for understanding the work's importance in Warren's career. "I have always
felt that the section is central to [All the King's Men]," Warren wrote, concerning the Cass Mastern material.
In a revolutionary reading of the novel, Perkins argues that the section provides the key to unlocking the
mystery of Jack Burden's paternity.

This unique volume affords a view of Warren's restless creative process and throws new light on the story
that formed the crux of his greatest novel -- a story he apparently never felt he had exhausted.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Cass
Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies) book
as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Chris Robertson:

This book untitled The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men"
(Southern Literary Studies) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this guide from your list.

Ann Strickland:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of
Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies) can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cass Mastern Material: The Core of
Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men" (Southern Literary Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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