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Though privately controlled, foundations perform essential roles that serve society at large. They spearhead
some of the world’s largest and most innovative initiatives in science, health, education, and the arts,
fulfilling important needs that could not be addressed adequately in the marketplace or the public sector.
Still, many people have little understanding of what foundations do and how they continue to earn public
endorsement. The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations provides a thorough examination of why
foundations exist and the varied purposes they serve in contemporary democratic societies.

The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations looks at foundations in the United States and Europe to
examine their relationship to the state, the market, and civil society. Peter Frumkin argues that unlike elected
officials, who must often shy away from topics that could spark political opposition, and corporate officers,
who must meet bottom-line priorities, foundations can independently tackle sensitive issues of public
importance. Kenneth Prewitt argues that foundations embody elements of classical liberalism, such as
individual autonomy and limited government interference in private matters and achieve legitimacy by
putting private wealth to work for the public good. Others argue that foundations achieve legitimacy by
redistributing wealth from the pockets of rich philanthropists to the poor. But Julian Wolpert finds that
foundations do not redistribute money directly to the poor as much as many people believe. Instead, many
foundations focus their efforts on education, health, and scientific research, making investments that benefit
society in the long-term, and focusing on farsighted issues that a myopic electorate would not have patience
to permit its government to address.

Originating from private fortunes but working for the public good, independently managed but subject to
legal prescriptions, philanthropic foundations occupy a unique space somewhere between the public and
private sectors. The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations places foundations in a broad social and
historical context, improving our understanding of one of society’s most influential—and least
understood—organizational forms.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Often the book The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations: United States and European Perspectives has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Timothy Grill:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Legitimacy of Philanthropic
Foundations: United States and European Perspectives, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Joyce Tower:

Beside that The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations: United States and European Perspectives in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations:
United States and European Perspectives because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!

Jessica Harris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are
these claims The Legitimacy of Philanthropic Foundations: United States and European Perspectives.
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