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“[Ron Rosenbaum] is one of the most original journalists and writers of our time.”
–David Remnick

In The Shakespeare Wars, Ron Rosenbaum gives readers an unforgettable way of rethinking the greatest
works of the human imagination. As he did in his groundbreaking Explaining Hitler, he shakes up much that
we thought we understood about a vital subject and renews our sense of excitement and urgency. He gives us
a Shakespeare book like no other. Rather than raking over worn-out fragments of biography, Rosenbaum
focuses on cutting-edge controversies about the true source of Shakespeare’s enchantment and
illumination–the astonishing language itself. How best to unlock the secrets of its spell?

With quicksilver wit and provocative insight, Rosenbaum takes readers into the midst of fierce battles among
the most brilliant Shakespearean scholars and directors over just how to delve deeper into the Shakespearean
experience–deeper into the mind of Shakespeare.

Was Shakespeare the one-draft wonder of Shakespeare in Love? Or was he rather–as an embattled faction of
textual scholars now argues–a different kind of writer entirely: a conscientious reviser of his greatest plays?
Must we then revise our way of reading, staging, and interpreting such works as Hamlet and King Lear?

Rosenbaum pursues key partisans in these debates from the high tables of Oxford to a Krispy Kreme
doughnut shop in a strip mall in the Deep South. He makes ostensibly arcane textual scholarship intensely
seductive–and sometimes even explicitly sexual. At an academic “Pleasure Seminar” in Bermuda, for
instance, he examines one scholar’s quest to find an orgasm in Romeo and Juliet. Rosenbaum shows us great
directors as Shakespearean scholars in their own right: We hear Peter Brook–perhaps the most influential
Shakespearean director of the past century–disclose his quest for a “secret play” hidden within the Bard’s
comedies and dramas. We listen to Sir Peter Hall, founder of the Royal Shakespeare Company, as he
launches into an impassioned, table-pounding fury while discussing how the means of unleashing the full
intensity of Shakespeare’s language has been lost–and how to restore it. Rosenbaum’s hilarious inside
account of “the Great Shakespeare ‘Funeral Elegy’ Fiasco,” a man-versus-computer clash, illustrates the
iconic struggle to define what is and isn’t “Shakespearean.” And he demonstrates the way Shakespearean
scholars such as Harold Bloom can become great Shakespearean characters in their own right.

The Shakespeare Wars offers a thrilling opportunity to engage with Shakespeare’s work at its deepest levels.
Like Explaining Hitler, this book is destined to revolutionize the way we think about one of the
overwhelming obsessions of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Ratliff:

The book The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups?
A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing
Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Duncan:

This The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups in
your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Numbers Harless:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing
Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate?
We should have The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups.

Sarah Heath:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely



choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The
Shakespeare Wars: Clashing Scholars, Public Fiascoes, Palace Coups. You can more inviting than now.
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