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This book explores the relationship between three African American women's dance-art-music sensibilities
within the context of a Pan African aesthetic. Its purpose is three-fold: to show commonalities between
Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday and Nina Simone's lives and original compositions; to codify, examine and
evaluate their selected song performances in accordance with the Pan African aesthetic "Nzuri
theory/model;" and to illuminate the vast sources of transformational values that aesthetic analysis of African
American song performance can foster.

Following concordant procedures and principles of Afrocentricity, the study focuses on Smith, Holiday and
Simone's performances as part of a whole African artistic and cultural value system. The goal of the
Afrocentric methodological structure is to locate relevant African dynamics in songs and to promote
knowledge for cultural transformation and continuity. Its use in this study provides meta-criteria for
analyzing African American music, which the author has used to uniquely argue connections between
African cultural memory and African-derived cultural expression.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Words and Songs of Bessie Smith,
Billie Holiday, and Nina Simone: Sound Motion, Blues Spirit, and African Memory (Studies in African
American History and Culture) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism
Words and Songs of Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday, and Nina Simone: Sound Motion, Blues Spirit, and
African Memory (Studies in African American History and Culture) as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ellen Farnsworth:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Words and Songs of Bessie
Smith, Billie Holiday, and Nina Simone: Sound Motion, Blues Spirit, and African Memory (Studies in
African American History and Culture) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Ellen Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Words and Songs of Bessie Smith,
Billie Holiday, and Nina Simone: Sound Motion, Blues Spirit, and African Memory (Studies in African
American History and Culture).

Tamela Campbell:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Words and Songs of Bessie Smith, Billie
Holiday, and Nina Simone: Sound Motion, Blues Spirit, and African Memory (Studies in African American



History and Culture) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication Words and Songs of Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday, and Nina
Simone: Sound Motion, Blues Spirit, and African Memory (Studies in African American History and
Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of these time.
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