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At once darkly comedic and moving, this witty exploration of female friendship, envy, and misguided
ambition by the author of the number-one bestseller Drowning Ruth, deliciously satirizes the desire to shine
in the world.

In All is Vanity, Margaret and Letty, best friends since childhood and now living on opposite coasts, reach
their mid-thirties and begin to chafe at their sense that they are not where they ought to be in life. Margaret,
driven and overconfident, decides the best way to rectify this is to quit her job and whip out a literary tour de
force. Frustrated almost immediately and humiliated at every turn, Margaret turns to Letty for support. But as
Letty, a stay-at-home mother of four, begins to feel pressured to make a good showing in the upper-middle-
class Los Angeles society into which her husband’s new job has thrust her, Margaret sees a plot unfolding
that’s better than anything she could make up. Desperate to finish her book and against her better nature, she
pushes Letty to take greater and greater risks, and secretly steals her friend’s stories as fast as she can live
them. Hungry for the world’s regard, Margaret rashly sacrifices one of the things most precious to her, until
the novel’s suspenseful conclusion shows her the terrible consequences of her betrayal.

Widely celebrated for her debut novel, Drowning Ruth, Christina Schwarz once again proves herself to be a
writer of remarkable depth and

range. Like Drowning Ruth, All is Vanity probes into the mysteries of the human heart and uncovers the
passions that drive ordinary

people to break the rules in pursuit of their own desires.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Birch:

This All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's Circle) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's Circle) can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's Circle) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Joan Marcial:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's Circle).

Mary Norman:

All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's Circle) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's
Circle) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial pondering.

Lillian Trimmer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. All Is Vanity (Ballantine Reader's Circle) can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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