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Excerpt from Preface;

The following pages are intended to place before the reader in a handy form an account of the principal ideas
and beliefs held by the ancient Egyptians concerning the resurrection and the future life, which is derived
wholly from native religious works. The literature of Egypt which deals with these subjects is large and, as
was to be expected, the product of different periods which, taken together, cover several thousands of years;
and it is exceedingly difficult at times to reconcile the statements and beliefs of a writer of one period with
those of a writer of another. Up to the present no systematic account of the doctrine of the resurrection and of
the future life has been discovered, and there is no reason for hoping that such a thing will ever be found, for
the Egyptians do not appear to have thought that it was necessary to write a work of the kind. The inherent
difficulty of the subject, and the natural impossibility that different men living in different places and at
different times should think alike on matters which must, after all, belong always to the region of faith,
render it more than probable that no college of priests, however powerful, was able to formulate a system of
beliefs which would be received throughout Egypt by the clergy and the laity alike, and would be copied by
the scribes as a final and authoritative work on Egyptian eschatology. Besides this, the genius and structure
of the Egyptian language are such as to preclude the possibility of composing in it works of a philosophical
or metaphysical character in the true sense of the words. In spite of these difficulties, however, it is possible
to collect a great deal of important information on the subject from the funereal and religious works which
have come down to us, especially concerning the great central idea of immortality, which existed unchanged
for thousands of years, and formed the pivot upon which the religious and social life of the ancient Egyptians
actually turned. From the beginning to the end of his life the Egyptian's chief thought was of the life beyond
the grave, and the hewing of his tomb in the rock, and the providing of its furniture, every detail of which
was prescribed by the custom of the country, absorbed the best thoughts of his mind and a large share of his
worldly goods, and kept him ever mindful of the time when his mummified body would be borne to his
"everlasting house" in the limestone plateau or hill.

The chief source of our information concerning the doctrine of the resurrection and of the future life as held
by the Egyptians is, of course, the great collection of religious texts generally known by the name of "Book
of the Dead." The various recensions of these wonderful compositions cover a period of more than five
thousand years, and they reflect faithfully not only the sublime beliefs, and the high ideals, and the noble
aspirations of the educated Egyptians, but also the various superstitions and childish reverence for amulets,
and magical rites, and charms, which they probably inherited from their pre-dynastic ancestors, and regarded
as essentials for their salvation. It must be distinctly understood that many passages and allusions in the
Book of the Dead still remain obscure, and that in some places any translator will be at a difficulty in
attempting to render certain, important words into any modern European language. But it is absurd to talk of
almost the whole text of the Book of the Dead as being utterly corrupt, for royal personages, and priests, and
scribes,.....
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life; A Classic Egyptian Mythology Book
(Illustrated).

Johnnie Gonzales:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Egyptian Ideas of the
Future Life; A Classic Egyptian Mythology Book (Illustrated) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life; A Classic Egyptian Mythology Book (Illustrated) become your own
personal starter.

Terrie Newlin:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life; A Classic
Egyptian Mythology Book (Illustrated) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life; A Classic Egyptian Mythology Book (Illustrated) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Virginia Berry:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life; A Classic Egyptian Mythology Book (Illustrated) we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
time book Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life; A Classic Egyptian Mythology Book (Illustrated). You can



more attractive than now.
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