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“In its original run on HBO, The Sopranos mattered, and it matters still,” Dana Polan asserts early in this
analysis of the hit show, in which he sets out to clarify the impact and importance of the series in both its
cultural and media-industry contexts. A renowned film and TV scholar, Polan combines a close and extended
reading of the show itself—and of select episodes and scenes—with broader attention to the social landscape
with which it is in dialogue. For Polan, The Sopranos is a work of playful irony that complicates simplistic
attempts to grasp its meanings and values. The show seductively beckons the viewer into an amoral universe,
hinting at ways to make sense of its ethically complicated situations, only to challenge the viewer’s
complacent grasp of things. It deftly exploits the interplay between art culture and popular culture by mixing
elements of art cinema—meandering plots, narrative breaks, and an uncertain progression—with the allure of
a soap opera, delving into its characters’ sex lives, mob rivalries, and parent–child conflicts.

A show about corrupt figures who parasitically try to squeeze illicit profit from the system, The Sopranos
itself seems a target of attempts to glom on to its fame as a successful TV series: attempts by media
executives, marketers, critics and writers, and even presidential candidates. “Everyone wants a piece of
Sopranos action,” says Polan, and he traces the marketing of the series across both official and unauthorized
media platforms, including cookbooks, games, DVDs, and the kitschy Sopranos bus tour. Critiquing
previous books on The Sopranos, Polan suggests that in their quest to find deep meaning, many of the
authors missed the show’s ironic and comedic side.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Sopranos (Spin Offs) book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joyce Morgan:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Sopranos (Spin Offs) can be the
response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Ronald Malone:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Sopranos (Spin Offs) was filled regarding science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Mary Bessler:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Sopranos (Spin Offs) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book The
Sopranos (Spin Offs) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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