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The dawn of the twentieth century saw the birth of the New Woman, a cultural and literary ideal that
replaced Victorian expectations of domesticity with visions of social, political, and economic autonomy.
Although such writers as Edith Wharton and Kate Chopin treated these ideals in well-known literature of that
era, marginalized women also explored changing gender roles in works that deserve more attention today.

This book isthe first study to focus solely on multiethnic women writers' responsesto the ideal of the
New Woman in America, opening up aworld of literary texts that provide new insight into the phenomenon.
Charlotte Rich reveals how these authors uniquely articulated the contradictions of the American New
Woman, and how social class, race, or ethnicity impacted women's experiences of both public and private
lifein the Progressive era.

Rich focuses on the work of writers representing five distinct ethnicities: Native Americans S. Alice
Callahan and Mourning Dove, African American Pauline Hopkins, Chinese American Sui Sin Far, Mexican
American Maria Cristina Mena, and Jewish American Anzia Y ezierska. She shows that some oftheir works
contain both affirmative and critical portraits of white New Women; in other cases, while these authorsalign
their multiethnic heroines with the new ideals, those ideal s are sometimes subordinated to more urgent
dialogues about inequality and racial violence.

Here are views of women not usually encountered in fiction of this era. Callahan’s and Mourning
Dove' s novels allude to women’ s rights but ultimately privilege critiques of violence against Native
Americans. Hopkins' s novels trace an increasingly pessimistic tragjectory, drawing cynical conclusions about
black women’s ability to thrive in a prejudiced society. Mena' s magazine portraits of Mexican life present
complex critiques of thisindependent ideal of womanhood. Y ezierska s stories question the philanthropy of
socially privileged Progressive female reformers with whom immigrant women interact. These writers
works sometimes affirm emerging ideals but in other cases illuminate the iconic New Woman's blindness to
her own racial and economic privilege.

Through her insightful analysis, Rich presents alternative versions of female autonomy, with
characters living outside the mainstream or moving between cultures. Transcending the New Woman offers
multiple ways of transcending an ideal that was problematic in its exclusivity, aswell as an entrée to
forgotten works. It shows how the concept of the New Woman can be seen in newly complex ways when
viewed through the writings of authors whose lives often embody the New Woman’ s emancipatory
goas—and whose fictions both affirm and complicateher aspirations.
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From reader reviews:
Annette Carroll:

The book Transcending the New Woman: Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Era gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Transcending the New Woman: Multiethnic Narrativesin the Progressive Erato
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide
Transcending the New Woman: Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Era. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how do you think about this publication?

Julia Gilmore:

The book Transcending the New Woman: Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Era can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Transcending the New Woman: Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Era? A
few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many factsfor us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Transcending the New Woman:
Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Era has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Crystal Parrish:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extratime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need thiskind of Transcending the New
Woman: Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Erato read.

CharlieHartman:

The book untitled Transcending the New Woman: Multiethnic Narratives in the Progressive Era contain alot
of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend ideawith easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice
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