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The history of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints' temple doctrine begins in 1823, when Joseph
Smith is taught of the ancient prophet Elijah's mission to "turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the
children to the fathers." Following the restoration of the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods in 1829 and
the conferral of priesthood keys in 1836, temple ordinances were introduced through Joseph Smith. After
Smith's death in 1844, his successor Brigham Young refined the rituals according to Smith's instructions,
administered new ordinances, and suspended others as the Church and circumstances evolved. In 1894, the
prophet Wilford Woodruff received a revelation that would resolve unsettled issues and establish modern
temple worship. Over the course of the nineteenth century, Woodruff was a witness to and catalyst in the
implementation of temple ordinances and practices. Through the years he continued the pattern of seeking
revelation in order to clarify rites and effect changes based on practical experience. Jennifer Mackley's
meticulously researched biographical narrative chronicles the development of temple doctrine through the
examination of Wilford Woodruff's personal life. The account unfolds in Woodruff's own words, drawn from
primary sources including journals, discourses, and letters. It follows Woodruff's experiences and
perspectives on decisions made by Smith, Young, and John Taylor in relation to the temple ceremonies and
ordinances during their tenures as leaders of the LDS Church. The book explores how Woodruff came to
firmly believe in revelation and the role of prophets but not expect perfection in either. Ultimately, the
narrative emphasizes the personal side of Woodruff's historically significant life, conveying the depth of his
sacrifices for his beliefs, the importance he placed on the redemption of his extended family--both living and
dead--and the impact this level of focus had on his daily pursuits. Mackley elucidates the doctrine's sixty-
year progression from Old Testament practices of washings and anointings in the 1830s, to the endowment,
sealings, and priesthood adoptions in the 1840s, through all of the vicarious ordinances for the dead in the
1870s, to the sealing of multigenerational families in the 1890s--all in an understandable reference work for
members of the LDS church and anyone else interested in its history and development. Her narrative is
enhanced by 120 archival images (some previously unpublished), as well as extensive footnotes and citations
for the reader's further study. Many existing books discuss specific temple ordinances, but the complete
history of all temple ordinances has never been included in a single volume--until now.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

Typically the book Wilford Woodruff's Witness: The Development of Temple Doctrine will bring one to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Wilford Woodruff's Witness: The
Development of Temple Doctrine is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Martin Sanchez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Wilford Woodruff's Witness: The
Development of Temple Doctrine e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Wilford Woodruff's Witness: The Development of Temple Doctrine as good book not merely by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Laura Rogers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Wilford Woodruff's Witness:
The Development of Temple Doctrine.

Brent Whitty:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Wilford Woodruff's Witness: The Development of Temple Doctrine when you desired
it?
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