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This essential book offers a compelling and original interpretation of the rise of military aviation. Jeremy
Black, one of the world’s finest scholars of military history, provides a lucid analysis of the use of airpower
over land and sea both during the two world wars and the more limited wars of the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries.
Considering both the theory and praxis of air power, the author begins with hot air balloons, and then
highlights the use of zeppelins, piston engine fighters, jet bombers, and finally the so-called Military
Revolution of today. While discussing the growth of American and European military aviation, Black, a
pioneer in emphasizing the importance of non-Western military history for understanding global
developments, also traces the emergence of air power in Latin America, Africa, and Asia.
Black breaks new ground by exploring not only to conventional war—both inside and outside Europe—but
also to the use of air power in unconventional wars, especially critical given to the spread of insurgencies
around the globe. He vividly describes traditional debates over the pros and cons of strategic bombing and
aircraft carriers versus battleships and gives equal attention to managerial, doctrinal, and technological
innovations. The author shows how better management resulted in increasing lethality of close air support of
the RAF during the latter part of World War II and at the same times highlights the limits of air power with
case studies of the two Gulf Wars.
The author goes beyond our traditional understanding of air power associated with bombing and fighter
engagements, adding the important elements associated with naval power, including ground/logistics
support, anti-aircraft measures, and political constraints. As he explains, air power has become Western
politicians’ weapon of choice, spreading maximum destruction with the minimum of commitment. His
current and comprehensive study considers how we got to this point, and what the future has in store.
Anyone seeking a balanced, accurate understanding of air power in history will find this book an essential
introduction.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Air Power: A Global History is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Frank Ouellette:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely Air Power: A Global History.

Daniel Hanson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Air Power: A Global
History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick Air Power: A Global History become your starter.

Jodi Dunn:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Air Power: A Global History can be the respond
to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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