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Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and Aesthetics in Children’s Plays of the Federal Theatre Project
by Leslie Elaine Frost traces how the tumultuous politics of the late 1930s shaped the stories and staging of
federally funded plays for children. Indeed, children’s theater was central to the Federal Theatre Project’s
vision of building a national theater. Frost argues that representations of the child and childhood in the FTP
children’s plays stage the hopes and anxieties of a nation destabilized by both economic collapse and
technological advances. A declining economy and the first stagnant birthrate in three centuries yoked the
national economy to the individual family. Profound disagreements over appropriate models of education
and parenting, as well as over issues of ethnicity and class, constituted fundamental arguments over
democratic values and social norms.
 
Frost locates these plays within the immediate context of the production materials in the FTP archives, as
well as within the broader culture of the Great Depression, drawing on disparate primary materials—from
parenting magazines to strike literature to political journals—and referencing a range of popular
events—from the Joe Louis/Max Schmeling fights to Hollywood movies.
 
As the focus of Depression-era adult anxieties and hopes and as the embodiment of vigor, dynamism, and
growth, children carried symbolic value both as the future of America and as the America of the future. Frost
examines representative plays’ connections to other media, culture, and politics to situate their singular
trajectories in the social history of the Federal Theatre Project and Popular Front culture.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Emery:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and Aesthetics in Children’s Plays of
the Federal Theatre Project book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and
Aesthetics in Children’s Plays of the Federal Theatre Project content conveys objective easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and Aesthetics in
Children’s Plays of the Federal Theatre Project is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Darlene Lewis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Dreaming America: Popular Front
Ideals and Aesthetics in Children’s Plays of the Federal Theatre Project, you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Fox:

This Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and Aesthetics in Children’s Plays of the Federal Theatre
Project is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately
using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and
Aesthetics in Children’s Plays of the Federal Theatre Project in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt this?

Deanne Mohammed:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,



book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is Dreaming America: Popular Front Ideals and Aesthetics in Children’s
Plays of the Federal Theatre Project this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book suited all of you.
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