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In the third Quarterly Essay, Guy Rundle comes to grips with John Howard, the prime minister who, on the
eve of an election, seems to have turned round his political fortunes by spurning refugees and writing blank
cheques for America's War on Terror.

This is a brilliant account of John Howard's dominant ideas, his concerted 'dreaming' with its emphasis on
unity and national identity that reveals him to be the most reactionary PM we have ever had, the only
political leader who would allow ideas like those of One Nation to dominate the mainstream of Australian
politics in order to improve his political chances. Rundle puts Howard in the context of the economic
liberalism he shares with his colleagues and opponents and the conservative social ideology that sets him
apart. It is a complex portrait in a radical mirror which relates John Howard to everything from Menzies's
'forgotten people' to the inadvertent glamour of the government's antidrug advertising. It is also a plea for
right-thinking people of every political persuasion to resist the call to prejudice and reaction.

'A portrait of a political opportunist who is also ... a sincere reactionary: putting back the clock because he
believes in it, but also fanning the whirlwind of unreason in order to save his political skin.' —Peter Craven,
Introduction

'The coincident occurrence of the asylum seeker confrontation and the attack on the U.S. has made visible
the most dangerous and damaging thing he has done to the Australian polity...and that is to deepen contempt
for such protection as we did have from unbridled executive power, mass hysteria, the rush to surrender our
freedoms and offer them up on the alter of crisis.' —Guy Rundle, The Opportunist

Guy Rundle was a co-founding editor of Arena, a magazine of political and social comment. Formerly a
theatre critic for the Age, he has written and produced a number of TV programs and stage shows, and
contributes regularly to the Age , the Australian, the Sydney Morning Herald and Spiked, and is currently
Crikey’s global correspondent-at-large. He is the author of two Quarterly Essays, The Opportunist: John
Howard and the Triumph of Reaction and Bipolar Nation: How to Win the 2007 Election. His most recent
book is the award-winning Down to the Crossroads: On the Trail of the 2008 US Election.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Brewer:

This Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of
Reaction without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't be worry Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction can bring if
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of
Reaction having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Paul Anderson:

This book untitled Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

James Koenig:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that
book Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction. You can more
desirable than now.

Kay Davidson:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John
Howard and the Triumph of Reaction to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and read it. Beside that the publication Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard and
the Triumph of Reaction can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of these time.
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