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A hundred years ago, the writer and philosopher William James wrote The Varieties of Religious
Experience, a seminal work that has inspired generations of scholars and eccentrics alike. James’s book
argues that the religious spirit in man is best understood through the study of its most extreme forms.
Varieties was a watershed effort: a bestselling portrait of history’s pluralism and a defense of the spiritual
quest, in all its guises, against the era’s increasingly secular sentiments.
Today, with all the old tensions between skeptics and believers still in place, J. C. Hallman pays homage to
James’s exploration of offbeat religious movements. But where James relied on the testimony and
biographies of prophets and mystics, Hallman travels directly to some of America’s newest and most unusual
religions, trekking from Druid circles in the mossy hills of northern California to the gleaming mother church
of Scientology, from lurid satanic cellars in undisclosed locations to a professional-wrestling ministry in the
fundamentalist heart of Texas. Along the way, he participates in a variety of rites and reports on a broad
spectrum of beliefs. Eventually Hallman adopts James as his patron saint, spiritual adviser, and intellectual
companion on the journey that will culminate in the creation of this book, a compelling combination of
adventure and biography, spotted with hair-raising predicaments and rife with poignant portraits of
unforgettable characters, including William James himself.
The Devil Is a Gentleman maps the spiritual contours of modern American pluralism and examines the life
and legacy of one of its most profound architects.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring
America's Religious Fringe to read.

Pearl Norris:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring
America's Religious Fringe book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Stephen Wilson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious
Fringe can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Devil Is a
Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe.

Phyllis Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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