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In this book, the first edition of which was published in 1971 by Oxford University Press, Ihab Hassan takes
Orphic dismemberment and regeneration as his metaphor for a radical crisis in art and language, culture and
consciousness, which prefigures postmodern literature. The modern Orpheus, he writes, “sings on a lyre
without strings.” Thus, his sensitive critique traces a hypothetical line from Sade through four modern
authors—Hemingway, Kafka, Genet, and Beckett—to a literature still to come. But the line also breaks into
two Interludes, one concerning ’Pataphysics, Dada, and Surrealism, and the other concerning Existentialism
and Aliterature.
    Combining literary history, brief biography, and critical analysis, Hassan surrounds these authors with a
complement of avant-garde writers whose works also foreshadow the postmodern temper. These include
Jarry, Apollinaire, Tzara, Breton, Sartre, Camus, Nathalie Sarraute, Robbe-Grillet, and in America, Cage,
Salinger, Ginsberg, Barth, and Burroughs. Hassan takes account also of related contemporary developments
in art, music, and philosophy, and of many works of literary theory and criticism.
    For this new edition, Hassan has added a new preface and postface on the developing character of
postmodernism, a concept which has gained currency since the first edition of this work, and which he
himself has done much to theorize.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Spencer:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Dismemberment of Orpheus:
Toward a Postmodern Literature will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Sherrill Height:

The e-book untitled The Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a Postmodern Literature is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a Postmodern Literature from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Phillip Chadwick:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a
Postmodern Literature was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a Postmodern Literature has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Barbara Davis:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a Postmodern Literature we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book.
Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book The Dismemberment of Orpheus: Toward a Postmodern Literature. You can more desirable than now.
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