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The jury trial is one of the formative elements of American government, vitally important even when
Americans were still colonial subjects of Great Britain. When the founding generation enshrined the jury in
the Constitution and Bill of Rights, they were not inventing something new, but protecting something old:
one of the traditional and essential rights of all free men. Judgment by an “impartial jury” would henceforth
put citizen panels at the very heart of the American legal order. And yet at the dawn of the 21st century,
juries resolve just two percent of the nation's legal cases and critics warn that the jury is “vanishing” from
both the criminal and civil courts. The jury's critics point to sensational jury trials like those in the O. J.
Simpson and Menendez cases, and conclude that the disappearance of the jury is no great loss. The jury’s
defenders, from journeyman trial lawyers to members of the Supreme Court, take a different view, warning
that the disappearance of the jury trial would be a profound loss.

In The Jury in America, a work that deftly combines legal history, political analysis, and storytelling, Dennis
Hale takes us to the very heart of this debate to show us what the American jury system was, what it has
become, and what the changes in the jury system tell us about our common political and civic life. Because
the jury is so old, continuously present in the life of the American republic, it can act as a mirror, reflecting
the changes going on around it. And yet because the jury is embedded in the Constitution, it has held on to its
original shape more stubbornly than almost any other element in the American regime. Looking back to
juries at the time of America’s founding, and forward to the fraught and diminished juries of our day, Hale
traces a transformation in our understanding of ideas about sedition, race relations, negligence, expertise, the
responsibilities of citizenship, and what it means to be a citizen who is “good and true” and therefore suited
to the difficult tasks of judgment.

Criminal and civil trials and the jury decisions that result from them involve the most fundamental questions
of right, and so go to the core of what makes the nation what it is. In this light, in conclusion, Hale considers
four controversial modern trials for what they can tell us about what a jury is, and about the fate of
republican government in America today.
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From reader reviews:

Nick McAllister:

This The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political Thought) book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline
(American Political Thought) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political
Thought) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline
(American Political Thought) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Lionel Huggins:

The feeling that you get from The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political Thought) is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline
(American Political Thought) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political Thought) instantly.

Mary Jones:

This The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political Thought) are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Jury in America: Triumph
and Decline (American Political Thought) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline
(American Political Thought) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Rachel Morris:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to



around the world. By book The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political Thought) we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
this book The Jury in America: Triumph and Decline (American Political Thought). You can more inviting
than now.
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