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Fluid Iron is the first extended treatment of state formation in Southeast Asia from early to contemporary
times and the first book-length analysis of Western historical and ethnographic writing on the region. It
includes critical assessments of the work of Clifford Geertz, O. W. Wolters, Benedict Anderson, and other
major scholars who have written on early, colonial, and modern Southeast Asian history and culture. Making
use of the ideas of Weber, Marx, Foucault, and postmodern and postcolonial theory, Tony Day argues that
culture must be restored to the study of Southeast Asian history so that the state and historical developments
in the region can be returned to their own "alternative" historical contexts and trajectories. He employs a
wide range of contemporary scholarship, as well as Southeast Asian literary and historical texts, inscriptions,
and temples to explore the kinds of concepts and practices - kinship networks, cosmologies, gender
identities, bureaucracies, rituals, violence and aesthetics - that have been used for centuries to build states.
Highly readable and accessibly written, Fluid Iron demonstrates that Southeast Asian state building has taken
place in a part of the world that has always been a crossroads of cultural and transcultural change. Day urges
Southeast Asians to learn more about the history of their own state formations so they can safeguard not only
human freedom, but also the "incongruity" of their unique region in the years ahead.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Santiago:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Fluid Iron. All type of
book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Maureen Bonds:

This Fluid Iron book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Fluid Iron
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Fluid Iron can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Fluid Iron having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ryan Parker:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Fluid Iron is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Norma Baumgarten:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is Fluid Iron. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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