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Glory and Agony is the first history of the shifting attitudes toward national sacrifice in Hebrew culture over
the last century. Its point of departure is Zionism's obsessive preoccupation with its haunting "primal scene"
of sacrifice, the near-sacrifice of Isaac, as evidenced in wide-ranging sources from the domains of literature,
art, psychology, philosophy, and politics. By placing these sources in conversation with twentieth-century
thinking on human sacrifice, violence, and martyrdom, this study draws a complex picture that provides
multiple, sometimes contradictory insights into the genesis and gender of national sacrifice.

Extending back over two millennia, this study unearths retellings of biblical and classical narratives of
sacrifice, both enacted and aborted, voluntary and violent, male and female—Isaac, Ishmael, Jephthah's
daughter, Iphigenia, Jesus. Glory and Agony traces the birth of national sacrifice out of the ruins of religious
martyrdom, exposing the sacred underside of Western secularism in Israel as elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

The book Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and
C) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative
(Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like available and read a reserve Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies
in Jewish History and C). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Dan Gray:

This Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C)
usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Glory and
Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) can be among the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Glory and Agony:
Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Aimee Simmons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still hesitation Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break
don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Barbara Guevara:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National
Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you



know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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