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This study of banana contract farming in the Eastern Caribbean explores the forces that shape contract-
farming enterprises everywhere--capital, the state, and the environment. Employing the increasingly popular
framework of political ecology, which highlights the dynamic linkages between political-economic forces
and human-environment relationships, Lawrence Grossman provides a new perspective on the history and
contemporary trajectory of the Windward Islands banana industry. He reveals in rich detail the myriad
impacts of banana production on the peasant laborers of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Grossman challenges the conventional wisdom on three interrelated issues central to contract farming and
political ecology. First, he analyzes the process of deskilling and the associated significance of control by
capital and the state over peasant labor. Second, he investigates the impacts of contract farming for export on
domestic food production and food import dependency. And third, he examines the often misunderstood
problem of pesticide misuse. Grossman's findings lead to a reconsideration of broader debates concerning the
relevance of research on industrial restructuring and globalization for the analysis of agrarian change. Most
important, his work emphasizes that we must pay greater attention to the fundamental significance of the
"environmental rootedness" of agriculture in studies of political ecology and contract farming.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Jorgensen:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract
Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean book since this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Gloria Duncan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbeanis
one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
with this book.

Clemencia Torres:

The publication with title The Political Ecology of Bananas: Contract Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian
Change in the Eastern Caribbean has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jean Taylor:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Political Ecology of Bananas:
Contract Farming, Peasants, and Agrarian Change in the Eastern Caribbean which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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