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This pioneering book explains the causes of war through a sustained combination of theoretical insights and
detailed case studies. Using the major theories of international conflict as a guide to examine contemporary
examples of the outbreak of war, Cashman and Robinson find that while all wars have multiple causes, these
factors typically combine in identifiable "dangerous patterns." In assessing and comparing these patterns, this
is the only undergraduate text to systematically join detailed case studies to the theories and empirical
research carried out by political scientists on the causes of war. Through the examples of World War I,
World War II in the Pacific, the Six-Day War, the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, the Iran-Iraq War, and the
Iraq War of 2003, the authors uncover the complex multilevel processes by which disputes between
countries evolve into bloody conflicts.

They emphasize the importance of escalation through conflict spirals between rival countries. They also
point out the links between war and territorial disputes, the underappreciated role of the domestic political
environment (especially internal political instability), and the importance of crucial misperceptions by
national leaders. The authors identify specific patterns in which disputes escalate: the "classic rivalry spiral,"
the "domestic instability spiral," and "complex spirals." They also find that wars between states of unequal
power follow a starkly different pattern than wars between relative equals. Ideal for a range of courses in
international relations, this focused text clearly explains theory and applies it to concrete examples in a way
that allows students to fully understand the origins of war.
Added Case Study: Ethiopian-Eritrean War
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book An Introduction to the Causes of War: Patterns of
Interstate Conflict from World War I to Iraq has been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book An
Introduction to the Causes of War: Patterns of Interstate Conflict from World War I to Iraq is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book An Introduction to
the Causes of War: Patterns of Interstate Conflict from World War I to Iraq. You never sense lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

James Lindberg:

This book untitled An Introduction to the Causes of War: Patterns of Interstate Conflict from World War I to
Iraq to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can
order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Samantha Peay:

Precisely why? Because this An Introduction to the Causes of War: Patterns of Interstate Conflict from
World War I to Iraq is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Debbie Allen:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This An Introduction to the Causes of War: Patterns
of Interstate Conflict from World War I to Iraq can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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