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The first anthropological monograph published on the Vula'a people of south-eastern Papua New Guinea,
The Shark Warrior of Alewai considers oral histories and Western historical documents that cover a period
of more than 200 years in the light of an ethnography of contemporary Christianity. Van Heekeren's
phenomenology of Vula'a storytelling reveals how the life of one man, the Shark Warrior, comes to contain
the identity of a people. Drawing on the philosophy of Martin Heidegger, she goes on to establish the
essential continuities that underpin the reproduction of Vula'a identity, and to demonstrate how these give a
distinctive form to Vula'a responses to historical change. In an approach that brings together the fields of
Anthropology, History and Philosophy, the book questions conventional anthropological categories of
exchange, gender and kinship, as well as the problematic dichotomization of myth and history, to argue for
an anthropology grounded in ontology.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A Phenomenology of
Melanesian Identity (Anthropology Matters). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a new book The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A Phenomenology of
Melanesian Identity (Anthropology Matters). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Richard Brassell:

The ability that you get from The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A Phenomenology of Melanesian Identity
(Anthropology Matters) is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Shark Warrior
of Alewai: A Phenomenology of Melanesian Identity (Anthropology Matters) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read
this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A
Phenomenology of Melanesian Identity (Anthropology Matters) instantly.

Kay Newberry:

The particular book The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A Phenomenology of Melanesian Identity (Anthropology
Matters) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The
Shark Warrior of Alewai: A Phenomenology of Melanesian Identity (Anthropology Matters) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Victor McDowell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A Phenomenology of Melanesian



Identity (Anthropology Matters) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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