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The Indian spiritual entrepreneur Maharishi Mahesh Yogi took the West by storm in the 1960s and ’70s,
charming Baby Boomers fed up with war and social upheaval with his message of meditation and peace.
Heeding his call, two thousand followers moved to tiny Fairfield, Iowa, to set up their own university on the
campus of a failed denominational college. Soon, they started a school for prekindergarten through high
school, allowing followers to immerse themselves in Transcendental Meditation from toddlerhood through
PhDs.

Although Fairfield’s longtime residents were relieved to see that their new neighbors were clean-cut and
respectably dressed—not the wild-haired, drug-using hippies they had feared—the newcomers nevertheless
quickly began to remake the town. Stores selling exotic goods popped up, TM followers built odd-looking
homes that modeled the guru’s rules for peace-inspiring architecture, and the new university knocked down a
historic chapel, even as it erected massive golden-domed buildings for meditators. Some newcomers got
elected—and others were defeated—when they ran for local and statewide offices. At times, thousands from
across the globe visited the small town.

Yet Transcendental Meditation did not always achieve its aims of personal and social tranquility. Suicides
and a murder unsettled the meditating community over the years, and some followers were fleeced by con
men from their own ranks. Some battled a local farmer over land use and one another over doctrine. Notably,
the world has not gotten more peaceful.

Today the guru is dead. His followers are graying, and few of their children are moving into leadership roles.
The movement seems rudderless, its financial muscle withering, despite the efforts of high-profile supporters
such as filmmaker David Lynch and media magnate Oprah Winfrey. Can TM reinvent itself? And what will
be the future of Fairfield itself? By looking closely at the transformation of this small Iowa town, author
Joseph Weber assesses the movement’s surprisingly potent effect on Western culture, sketches out its
peculiar past, and explores its possible future.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Transcendental Meditation in
America: How a New Age Movement Remade a Small Town in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience)
will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Nona Whitehouse:

This Transcendental Meditation in America: How a New Age Movement Remade a Small Town in Iowa
(Iowa and the Midwest Experience) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Transcendental Meditation in America: How a New Age Movement Remade a Small Town in Iowa
(Iowa and the Midwest Experience) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Transcendental Meditation in America: How a New
Age Movement Remade a Small Town in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) can bring once you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Transcendental Meditation in America: How a New Age Movement Remade a
Small Town in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) having excellent arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Short:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Transcendental Meditation in America: How a New Age Movement Remade a
Small Town in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) book is readable by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Transcendental Meditation in
America: How a New Age Movement Remade a Small Town in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Transcendental Meditation in
America: How a New Age Movement Remade a Small Town in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?



David Murray:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is Transcendental Meditation in America: How a New Age Movement Remade a Small Town
in Iowa (Iowa and the Midwest Experience).
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