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A firsthand account of how the Bush administration mismanaged its Afghan campaign, A Vulcan's Tale
shines new and important light on the events and people behind the headlines in the immediate years
following the September 11 attacks.

The "Vulcans," so named by Condoleezza Rice, were eight foreign policy experts who advised George W.
Bush during his 2000 presidential campaign. After Bush assumed the presidency, the Vulcans helped shape
the administration's foreign policy following 9/11, including the military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.
All were veterans of past administrations, having served under either Ronald Reagan or George H. W. Bush,
and they included among their ranks Dov Zakheim. Made comptroller and chief financial officer for the
Department of Defense in 2001, Zakheim was also named the DoD's coordinator for Afghan civilian
reconstruction in 2002.

In A Vulcan's Tale, Zakheim draws on his own participation and intimate knowledge to analyze how the
United States missed critical opportunities while it struggled to manage two wars, particularly the seemingly
endless endeavor in Afghanistan. In his view, the Bush administration's disappointing results in Afghanistan
were partly attributable to the enormity of the challenges, certainly. But flawed leadership and deficiencies of
management, understanding, and forethought all played their parts as well.

The power of the purse proved to be especially damaging. The Office of Management and Budget was slow
to fund Defense's efforts at the outset of the Afghan conflict and then inadequately funded the State
Department and the U.S. Agency for International Development, casting the die for several additional years
of conflict. The invasion of Iraq siphoned off critical resources for Afghanistan, thereby further complicating
that country's reconstruction.

Even with public policy of the highest order, the devil still lurked in the details, as the DoD's "money man"
was soon to discover while he struggled to fund and manage the reconstruction of civilian Afghanistan. A
Vulcan's Tale is an authoritative, candid but fair account of how a wise and admirable goal can be waylaid
by insufficient funding and ineffective coordination, with the result of faulty—or, at best,
incomplete—implementation.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Bell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving A Vulcan's Tale: How
the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of
Afghanistan become your own personal starter.

Virginia Swain:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of
Afghanistan this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

William Stewart:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Vulcan's
Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Matthew Russell:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration
Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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