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She is a victim of intimate partner violence, a woman who has been harmed. She is a criminal offender, a
woman who has harmed others. Superficially, it seems she is two separate women.

“Victim” and “offender” are binary categories used within law, social science, and public discourse to
describe social experiences with a moral dimension. Such terms draw upon cultural narratives of good and
bad people and have influenced scholarship, public policy, and activism. The duality of “good” and “bad”
women, separated into mutually exclusive extremes of angels and demons, has helped segregate thinking
about, and responses to, each group.

In this groundbreaking study, Kathleen J. Ferraro exposes the limits of such thinking by exploring the link
between victimization and offending from the perspective of the women charged with the crimes.
Interviewing forty-five women charged with criminal offenses (more than half of whom killed their abusers;
the others participated in a range of violent crimes related to domestic violence), Ferraro uses their stories to
illuminate complex interactions with violent partners, their children, and the legal system. She shows that
these women are neither stereotypical angels nor demons, but rather human beings whose complicated lives
belie the abstract categorizations of researchers, legal advocates, and the criminal justice system.

Ferraro begins with a general discussion of blurred boundaries and the complexity of experience, and moves
from there to discuss women’s interactions with the criminal processing system. In the course of her study,
she reexamines, and finds wanting, many standard ways of evaluating women’s violent behavior, including
“mutual combat,” “battered woman syndrome,” and “cycle of violence.” She argues that a more complex,
nuanced understanding of intimate partner violence and how it contributes to women’s offending will
contribute to public policy less focused on control and accountability of individuals than on developing
social conditions that promote everyone’s safety and well-being and foster a sense of hope.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Neither Angels nor Demons: Women,
Crime, and Victimization (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) book because this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Peter Gomez:

The experience that you get from Neither Angels nor Demons: Women, Crime, and Victimization
(Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Neither Angels nor Demons: Women, Crime, and Victimization (Northeastern Series on
Gender, Crime, and Law) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this Neither Angels nor Demons: Women, Crime, and Victimization
(Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) instantly.

Christopher Morton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Neither Angels
nor Demons: Women, Crime, and Victimization (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a publication.

John Barrow:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
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Law). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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