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Compiled in the second century B.C.E, the Huainanzi clarifies a crucial period in the development of
Chinese conceptions of the cosmos, human nature, and the social order. Outlining "all that a modern
monarch needs to know," the text emphasizes rigorous self-cultivation and mental discipline, attributing
successful rule to a balance of broad knowledge, diligent application, and penetrating wisdom.

In 2010, the editors of this volume completed the first complete English-language translation of the
Huainanzi, opening exciting new pathways in the study of philosophy, Asian studies, political science, and
Asian literature. This abridgement contains essential selections from each of the Huainanzi's twenty-one
chapters and adds a new introduction and chapter descriptions. The text represents a remarkable synthesis of
Daoist classics, such as the Laozi and the Zhuangzi; works associated with the Confucian tradition, such as
the Changes, the Odes, and the Documents; and a range of other foundational philosophical and literary
works, from the Mozi to the Hanfeizi. The abridgement preserves the Huainanzi's special rhetorical features,
such as its parallel prose, verse, and unique compositional techniques. For decades, Western scholars
overlooked the Huainanzi's sophisticated structure, creative content, and rich historical value, yet all that
changed with the translation of the full text. Designed for classroom use and general readers, The Essential
Huainanzi continues to increase awareness of this brilliant work and change our understanding of early
Chinese history.
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

The book The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Howard:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book has high quality.

Steven Peterson:

This The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) is great e-book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Clara Gay:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Essential Huainanzi
(Translations from the Asian Classics) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is



developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the reserve The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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