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After World War II more than one hundred books appeared that dealt with the experience of the Italian army
in Russia, and particularly the terrible winter retreat of 1942-1943. Few Returned (I piu' non ritornano) is the
only one of these that is still regularly reissued in Italy.

Eugenio Corti, who was a twenty-one-year-old second lieutenant at the time, found himself, together with

30,000 Italians and a smaller contingent of Germans, encircled on the banks of the River Don by enemy

forces who far outnumbered them. To break out of this encirclement, these men undertook a desperate march

across the snow, with constant engagements and in temperatures ranging from -20 to -30 degrees Fahrenheit.

Whereas supplies were air-dropped to the Germans, the predicament of the Italians was far more difficult:

lacking gasoline, they were compelled to abandon their vehicles and to proceed without heavy arms,

equipment, ammunition, or provisions. Even the wounded had to be abandoned, though it was well known

that the soldiers of the Red Army"enraged by the brutality of the German invasion"killed all the enemy

wounded who fell into their hands. After twenty-eight days of encirclement, only 4,000 of the 30,000 Italians

made it out of the pocket.

Why is it that Corti's book, which was first published in 1947, continues after fifty years to be reprinted in

Italy? Because, as Mario Apollonio of the University of Milan said, when the book first appeared: "It is a

chronicle . . . but it is much more than that: behind the physical reality, there is the truth" about man at his

most tragic hour. Apollonio adds: "The power of the writing immediately transforms the document into

drama"; the result is a "novel-poem-drama-history." The philosopher Benedetto Croce found in Corti's book

"the not infrequent gleam of human goodness and nobility." Few Returned is a classic of war literature that

succeeds in bringing home the full hatefulness of war.

Eugenio Corti began writing his diary at a military hospital immediately after being repatriated from the

Russian front. When in September 1943 Italy found itself cut in two by the Armistice, Corti, loyal to his

officer's oath, joined up with what remained of the Italian army in the south and with those few troops

participated in driving the Germans off Italian soil, fighting at the side of the British Eighth and the

American Fifth Armies.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Louviere:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Few Returned: Twenty-eight
Days on the Russian Front, Winter 1942-1943. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Bert Ferguson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Few Returned: Twenty-eight Days on the Russian Front, Winter 1942-1943 can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Edgar Workman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Few Returned: Twenty-eight Days on the Russian Front, Winter 1942-1943 provide
you with new experience in reading a book.

Richard Strohm:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Few Returned: Twenty-eight Days on the Russian Front, Winter 1942-1943
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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