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In 73 A.D, legend has it, 960 Jewish rebels under siege in the ancient desert fortress of Masada committed
suicide rather than surrender to a Roman legion. Recorded in only one historical source, the story of Masada
was obscure for centuries. In The Masada Myth, Israeli sociologist Nachman Ben-Yehuda tracks the process
by which Masada became an ideological symbol for the State of Israel, the dramatic subject of movies and
miniseries, a shrine venerated by generations of Zionists and Israeli soldiers, and the most profitable tourist
attraction in modern Israel. Ben-Yehuda describes how, after nearly 1800 years, the long, complex, and
unsubstantiated narrative of Josephus Flavius was edited and augmented in the twentieth century to form a
simple and powerful myth of heroism. He looks at the ways this new mythical narrative of Masada was
created, promoted, and maintained by pre-state Jewish underground organizations, the Israeli army,
archaeological teams, mass media, youth movements, textbooks, the tourist industry, and the arts. He
discusses the various organizations and movements that created "the Masada experience" (usually a ritual
trek through the Judean desert followed by a climb to the fortress and a dramatic reading of the Masada
story), and how it changed over decades from a Zionist pilgrimage to a tourist destination. Placing the story
in a larger historical, sociological, and psychological context, Ben-Yehuda draws upon theories of collective
memory and mythmaking to analyze Masada's crucial role in the nation-building process of modern Israel
and the formation of a new Jewish identity. An expert on deviance and social control, Ben-Yehuda looks in
particular at how and why a military failure and an enigmatic, troubling case of mass suicide (in conflict with
Judaism's teachings) were reconstructed and fabricated as a heroic tale.
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Masada Myth: Collective Memory and
Mythmaking in Israel book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Irma Patterson:

Here thing why this particular Masada Myth: Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Masada Myth: Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Masada Myth: Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Masada Myth:
Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel in e-book can be your alternate.

Laurel Ramer:

Masada Myth: Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Masada Myth: Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Maria Simmons:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
Masada Myth: Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Masada Myth:



Collective Memory and Mythmaking in Israel. You can more desirable than now.
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