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When New Mexico became an alternative cultural frontier for avant-garde Anglo-American writers and
artists in the early twentieth century, the region was still largely populated by Spanish-speaking Hispanos.
Anglos who came in search of new personal and aesthetic freedoms found inspiration for their modernist
ventures in Hispano art forms. Yet, when these arrivistes elevated a particular model of Spanish colonial art
through their preservationist endeavors and the marketplace, practicing Hispano artists found themselves
working under a new set of patronage relationships and under new aesthetic expectations that tied their art to
a static vision of the Spanish colonial past.

In A Contested Art, historian Stephanie Lewthwaite examines the complex Hispano response to these
aesthetic dictates and suggests that cultural encounters and appropriation produced not only conflict and loss
but also new transformations in Hispano art as the artists experimented with colonial art forms and modernist
trends in painting, photography, and sculpture. Drawing on native and non-native sources of inspiration, they
generated alternative lines of modernist innovation and mestizo creativity. These lines expressed Hispanos’
cultural and ethnic affiliations with local Native peoples and with Mexico, and presented a vision of New
Mexico as a place shaped by the fissures of modernity and the dynamics of cultural conflict and exchange.

A richly illustrated work of cultural history, this first book-length treatment explores the important yet
neglected role Hispano artists played in shaping the world of modernism in twentieth-century New Mexico.
A Contested Art places Hispano artists at the center of narratives about modernism while bringing Hispano
art into dialogue with the cultural experiences of Mexicans, Chicanas/os, and Native Americans. In doing so,
it rewrites a chapter in the history of both modernism and Hispano art.

Published in cooperation with
The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Contested Art: Modernism and Mestizaje in
New Mexico is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Raymond Lee:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The A Contested Art: Modernism and Mestizaje in New Mexico provide you with new experience in
reading through a book.

Louise Fulghum:

This A Contested Art: Modernism and Mestizaje in New Mexico is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Contested
Art: Modernism and Mestizaje in New Mexico can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Sue Eldred:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book A Contested Art: Modernism and Mestizaje in New Mexico we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book A Contested Art:
Modernism and Mestizaje in New Mexico. You can more desirable than now.
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