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In its heyday, which spanned the mid 18th to the late 19th centuries, the bare-knuckle prize-fight was a
wildly popular sport which, as gloved boxing does now, produced some extraordinary characters and
legendary bouts, both in Britain and the United States. With contests lasting hours and going into over 100
thrilling, punishing rounds, the sport drew crowds both common and elite-from royals and politicians to
writers like Jonathan Swift and Alexander Pope to Dickens and Thackaray, to the middle and working
classes-all drawn together by the brutal excitement and the spirited wagering the sport generated. Much like
gloved boxing today, average men could become superstars overnight, and they could lose the accolades and
their health just as quickly.

In Bare Fists, Bob Mee shows the fascinating evolution of bare- knuckle boxing, from the earliest days when
there were no rules, to the introduction of the Broughton and London Prize Ring Rules, to what was, for
bare-knuckle fighting, the beginning of the end-the Marquess of Queensbury Rules, with their call for gloves
and timed rounds and their banishment of such brawl-like moves as wrestling holds. Rich in rare and
exhilarating anecdote, Bare Fists recreates with thrilling immediacy all of the big bouts of the sport,
including those of the legendary American champion of the 1880s, John L. Sullivan. Bob Mee brings the
coverage full circle, with a report on how this strange sub-culture continues to flourish, fueled by films like
Brad Pitt's Fight Club. Bare Fists is an exciting and important addition to the literature of boxing.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Vaughn:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Bare Fists: The History of Bare Knuckle Prize Fighting.

Geraldine Bagley:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Bare Fists: The History of Bare Knuckle Prize Fighting? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Samuel Potter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Bare Fists: The History of
Bare Knuckle Prize Fighting which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

John Schreiber:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Bare Fists: The History of Bare Knuckle Prize
Fighting to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
go through it. Beside that the book Bare Fists: The History of Bare Knuckle Prize Fighting can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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