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Early modern bodies, particularly menstruating and pregnant bodies, were not stable signifiers. Menstruation
and Procreation in Early Modern France presents the first full-length discussion of menstruation and its
uncertain connections with embodied sex, gender and reproduction in early modern France. Attitudes to
menstruation are explored in three inter-linked arenas: medicine, moral theology and law across the sixteenth
to the eighteenth centuries. Drawing on a wide range of diverse sources, including court records and private
documents, the author uses case studies to explore the relationship between the exceptional corporeality of
individuals and attempts to construct menstrual norms, reflecting on how early modern individuals, lay or
otherwise, grappled with the enigma of menstruation. She analyzes how early modern men and women
accounted for the function, recurrence and appearance of menstruation, from its role in maintaining health to
the link between other physiological and bodily processes, including those found in both male and female
bodies. She questions the assumption that menstruation was exclusively associated with women by the
second half of the eighteenth century, arguing that whilst sex-related, menstruation was not sex-specific even
at the turn of the nineteenth. Menstruation remains a contentious topic today. This book is not, therefore,
simply a study of periods in early modern France, but is also of necessity an exploration about the nature and
constitution of historical evidence, particularly bodily evidence and how historians use this evidence. It
raises important questions about the concept of certainty and about the value of observation, testimony,
expertise, the nature of language and the construction of bodily truths - about the body as witness and the
body as evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nancy Samuel:

You can get this Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Dollie Simmons:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern
France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) was bright colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in
the Early Modern World) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading in which.

Nancy Williams:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in
the Early Modern World) when you desired it?
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