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Italy developed out of the relation and conflict of these two forces the rational with the mystical. Their later
union in the greater men was to form the art temperament of the Renaissance. The practical side gave it the
firm foundation of rationalism and reality on which it rested; the mystical guided its endeavour to picture the
unreal in terms of ideal beauty. The first offspring of this union was Leonardo. Since the decay of ancient art
no painter had been able to fully express the human form, for imperfect mastery of technique still proved the
barrier. Leonardo was the first completely to disengage his personality from its constraint, and make line
express thought as none before him could do. Nor was this his only triumph, but rather the foundation on
which further achievement rested. Remarkabl e as a thinker alone, he preferred to enlist thought in the service
of art, and make art the handmaid of beauty. L eonardo saw the world not asit is, but as he himself was. He
viewed it through the atmosphere of beauty which filled his mind, and tinged its shadows with the mystery of
his nature. To all this, his birthright as a painter, a different element was added. A keen desire for knowledge,
guiding his action in life, spurred him onward. Conscious of this dominant impulse, he has fancifully
described himself in a Platonic allegory. He had passed beneath overhanging cliffs on hisway to agreat
cavern. On bended knees, peering through its darkness, fear and desire had overwhelmed him,—fear for the
menacing darkness of the cavern; and desire to ascertain if there were wonders therein.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Manzo:

This Thoughts on Art and Life tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Thoughts on Art and Life can be one of the great books you must haveis
actually giving you more than just ssimple looking at food but feed you with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever
your conditionsin the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Thoughts on Art and Life giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day action. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

John Bennett:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is Thoughts on Art and Life.

Therese Watson:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Thoughts on Art
and Life offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Mary McDonald:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This particular book Thoughts on Art and Life was colorful and of
course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Thoughts on Art and Life has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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