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"Valuable for scholars across disciplines including American literature, cultural studies, religious studies,
and more. Missionary Positions identifies a new sub-genre in American literature--the missionary novel--and
then examines key works to gauge cultural debates over America’s role in the world."--Tisa Wenger, Yale
Divinity School

The central premise of Missionary Positions is that missionary evangelicalism has been an integral feature of
American imperial ventures since the founding of the Republic. Albert Tricomi demonstrates that from the
early nineteenth century to the present, American fiction writers have often sought to represent--and critique-
-America’s missionary identity in their work. In the process he defines the missionary novel as a distinct
sub-genre of fictional narrative, explains how it came into being, and identifies its primary characteristics.

From Melville’s Typee and Omoo to Kingsolver’s Poisonwood Bible, from Michener’s Hawaii to LaHaye’s
Left Behind series, Tricomi traces the various manifestations of the missionary novel over time. His close
readings of individual works also treat selected novels of Sedgwick, Cooper, Hobart, McKay, and Lewis, as
well as several examples of Twain’s short fiction.

Weaving together political, theological, and literary analyses, this original, thought-provoking investigation
examines a broad range of works, featuring both those that celebrate and those that criticize American
missionaries at home and abroad. Tricomi illuminates fascinating relationships between Christian
evangelicalism and American destiny, including cultural and religious imperialism, and concludes with a
disturbing judgment on the limitations of contemporary versions of the genre.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Farley:

This Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction can bring when you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gayle Skinner:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism
and Empire in American Fiction that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American
Fiction become your starter.

Loren Benton:

This Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction is fresh way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Missionary
Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Jim Loop:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and
Empire in American Fiction was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction has many kinds or style. Start from



kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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