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Britain’s Special Operations Executive (SOE), which conducted sabotage campaigns and supported
resistance movements in Axis-occupied Europe and in Asia, is often described as Winston Churchill’s
brainchild. But as A. R. B. Linderman reveals in this engrossing history, the real genius behind Britain’s
clandestine warriors was Colin Gubbins, a British officer who forged the SOE by drawing on lessons learned
in irregular conflicts around the world. Following Gubbins through operations he studied and participated in,
Linderman maps the evolution of the SOE from its origins to its doctrine to its becoming a critical institution.
Part biography, part intellectual and organizational history, Rediscovering Irregular Warfare is the first book
to explore the origins of a substantial force in the Allies’ victory in World War II.

Although popular history holds that Britain entered World War II with no prior knowledge of or experience
with underground warfare, Rediscovering Irregular Warfare tells us otherwise. Linderman finds ample
precedent in the clearly documented work of Gubbins and his fellow clandestine organizers. He traces
Gubbins’s career from 1914 through World War I and such irregular conflicts as the Allied intervention in
Russia, the Irish Revolution, and conflicts in British India. To these firsthand experiences, Gubbins added the
insights of colleagues who had served with him and in Iraq, as well as what he learned from the Second
Anglo-Boer War, the Arab Revolt led by T. E. Lawrence, the German guerrilla war in East Africa, the revolt
in Palestine between the world wars, the Spanish Civil War, and the Second Sino-Japanese War. The two
booklets that Gubbins wrote based on his accumulated knowledge offered the first synthesis of British
unconventional warfare doctrine: practical guides that emphasized the centrality of local populations; the
collection, protection, and use of intelligence; the necessity of cooperating with conventional forces; and the
use of speed, surprise, and escape in ambush operations. In 1940, when Gubbins joined the newly created
SOE, the experience and know-how codified in his guides formed the basis of Britain’s approach to irregular
warfare.

The history of the SOE’s doctrinal origins is Colin Gubbins’s story. By telling that story, Rediscovering
Irregular Warfare amplifies and clarifies our understanding of the Second World War—and of doctrines of
unconventional warfare in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Gerri Townsend:

The book Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations
Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin
Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) for
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
guide Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations
Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Donna Cancel:

Precisely why? Because this Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s
Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Omer Brown:

This Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations
Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Rediscovering Irregular
Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

David Reed:

This Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations



Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and
the Origins of Britain’s Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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